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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

APRIL 21, 2024 

 

Streaming Disclaimer: Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing. If you have any concerns or questions about this, please see an usher. 
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Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn                         The Strife Is O'er 

The Gathering 

Prelude                                                                                                                                            
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Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all people together through 
 Jesus.   
C:  Amen. 
L:  Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence For Reflection 
L:  Holy God , 
C:  we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.  We hoard resources while our neighbors 
 are hungry and cold.  We speak in ways that silence others.  We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep 
 score  in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into hatred.  For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, 
 Lord.  Amen. 
L:  Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes 
 away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 

The Peace 
We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be with you” or       
similar words. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray,  
C:  O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be 
 satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Word 

A Reading From                        Acts 4:5-12 
 

 The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.  When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
“Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man 
is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead.  This Jesus is  
    ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
    it has become the cornerstone.’ 
 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be 
saved.”  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Reflective Song                            Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation 
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The Gospel Reading                                     John 10:11-18 
                                                                     (Congregation standing) 

 

L:    The Holy Gospel of St. John, beginning in the tenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand, who is 
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them.  The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I 
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.  And 
I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”  
 

L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon                                                          Lisa Glynn 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia! Praise ye the Lord! 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia 
Praise ye the Lord! 

 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia 
Praise ye the Lord!  

Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord! 

Preaching of the Good News                                              Pastor Bob Mitchell 

A Responsive Reading From                 Psalm 23 
 

L:   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
C: He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.   
L: He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  
C: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
 thy staff they comfort me.  
L: Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
 over.   
C: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia! Praise ye the Lord! 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia 
Praise ye the Lord! 

 

Allelu, allelu, allelu, Alleluia 
Praise ye the Lord!  

Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord Alleluia, 
Praise ye the Lord! 
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Hymn of the Day                        The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
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Nicene Creed     
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (Congregation standing) 

 

L: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
 need of good news.  
 

Each petition shall conclude with: 

L: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

The Prayers conclude: 

L:  Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus 
 Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  
C:  Amen. 
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The Meal 

The Offering                                                   

Musical Offering                               

The Offertory                  Create In Me a Clean Heart 

Offering Prayer 
 

L:  Let us pray, 
C: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love.    
 Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts! 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 
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Music at Communion                                  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
 us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table.  All means ALL.  Please 
come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles.  Communion is by intinction.  We offer 
a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the bread.  Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the 
altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing.  Parents who have questions about the practice of open communion may 
instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with an usher if you know of someone who 
would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 

Communion Blessing (Congregation standing) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace until life everlasting. 
C:   Amen. 

The Sending 

The Benediction (Congregation standing) 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 

Continued……... 
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Sending Hymn                                            This Joyful Eastertide 
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Announcements 

Blessed and Sent to Serve 
 

L:  On this good shepherd Sunday may we be reminded why John 3:16 is such a famous verse.  Jesus as the good  
 shepherd reminds us how much God loves us and what lengths God will go to save us. In a world filled with  
 uncertainty, may this be the solid rock upon which our faith and life stands.  

Dismissal  
 

L:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God! 

If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on your way out for those 
that are worshipping at 11:00 am.  We wish to be good stewards of our environment and resources.  A digital copy of “The Light” 

can be found on our Website at epiphanysuwanee.org  
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Ministers: The People of  God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Interim Associate of  Youth Ministry: Kris Perkola 
Director of  Worship and Music: Michael Parker 

Worship Production: Steve Belfield 
Worship Accompanist: Bill Nunes 

Treasurer: Matt Ilgen 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 
Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     

up recurring giving  
Mail a check to Epiphany 
Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

 

Sunday Worship Services, 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (in-person and online) 

 
Wednesdays 

Mid-Week In-Person Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m. 

 


